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General Instructions:
1. This question paper is divided into three sectighsB & C.

Section A: Reading 20 marks
Section B: Grammar & Creative Writing Skills Brks
Section C: Literature Text Book 40 marks

2. Attempt questions based on specific instructions&ch part
All guestions of a particular section must be aftéad in the correct order.
4. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answgethe questions.
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SECTION A
READING SKILLS (20 marks)

1. Read the following passage: 10

1.

In an age dominated by digital innovation amgtant communication, the value of silence has ineco
a rare and often underestimated virtue. Moderstifes, driven by constant notifications and erglles
streams of information, leave little room for quieflection. Yet, psychologists and philosopheik&eal
have long emphasized that silence is not merelalisence of noise—it is a vital condition for ménta
clarity, creativity and emotional balance.

. Silence allows the human mind to process expergenuare deeply. When the brain is not constantly

bombarded with external stimuli, it enters a restige state that promotes focus and insight. Numsero
studies suggest that moments of deliberate quieth-aa meditation or simply sitting in solitude—can
lower stress levels and enhance cognitive perfocmaRaradoxically, the ability to think productiyel
often arises not from perpetual activity but frorarments of stillness.

. Furthermore, silence fosters genuine communicatiorconversations, people often focus more on

what to say next than on truly listening. The &pilo pause, to allow moments of quiet between word
creates space for understanding and empathy. Iry fBastern cultures, silence is seen as a sign of
respect and thoughtfulness rather than hesitati@monveys attentiveness that words sometimeddail
express.

. From a creative perspective, silence serves asaystafor imagination. Writers, artists and scistst

frequently retreat into solitude to explore iddaat require depth and patience. Without the inbrusif
constant noise or social pressure, the mind canderafreely, connecting thoughts in novel and
meaningful ways. Some of history's greatest braakihhs—from philosophical insights to artistic
masterpieces—emerged during such reflective sitence

. However, in contemporary society, silence is ofteistaken for unproductivity or withdrawal. The

pressure to remain visible and active—both onling affine—has made solitude seem undesirable,
even suspicious. People fear missing out or beangptten, unaware that constant engagement can lead
to burnout and creative stagnation. To reclainmsig one must consciously step away from the digita
cacophony, valuing quality of thought over quantitynteraction.

. Silence, therefore, is not a void to be filled buspace to be honoured. In embracing it, indivislual

rediscover balance, purpose and perspective imeneasingly noisy world. Perhaps, in learning to
listen to silence, humanity may finally hear itssifair{Created for academic usage/376)

Answer the following questions based on the passagkove.
I. Why is the value of silence described as a “paré@ often underestimated virtue” in paragraph- 1?1
Il. According to paragraph 1, silence is associaté all of the following qualities EXCEPT being: 1

A. essential for emotional balance B. helpfuldoental clarity

C. a distraction from focus D. conducive to tingty

Ill. Complete the following by selecting the correption from those given in the brackets. 1
Moments of deliberate quiet help the brain to bezom (over stimulated / restorative). (Para-2
IV. Select the option that is True from (A)—(C) givfor what the phrasdeliberate quiet” suggests in
paragraph 2. 1
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A. Silence that occurs accidentally due to isolatio

B. Purposeful stillness chosen to calm the mind.

C. Silence forced by external circumstances.

V. Complete the analogy by selecting the corretibop 1
listening: empathy: silence: (Rapy3)

A. distraction B. understanding C. hesitation {bidance

VI. Why does the author claim that silence enhacestivity, as mentioned in paragraph- 47? 2
VII. What are the main ideas of paragraph 4 andgraph 5? 1
i) Silence encourages deep imagination and innowati

i) Modern society often misinterprets silence @@ness.

iii) Creative breakthroughs occur during momentslisfraction.

iv) Constant digital engagement promotes mindfidnes

v) Solitude helps artists and thinkers explore misas.

Select the correct option.

Options Main idea of paragraph 4 Main idea of paragraph 5

A [ i

B i iv

C % i

D i iii
VIII. According to the author, why is it importafdr individuals to “step away from the digital
cacophony™? (Paragraph- 5) 2
2. Read the passage given below. 10

1. A recent study conducted among students ageti4l@nd 1517 explored their preferences for differe
types of books, such as fiction, non-fiction, aradf-eelp genres. The study aimed to understand how
students choose what to read, the factors inflignthieir choices, and how these preferences ewoitve
age and academic demands.
2. Among students aged 12-14, fiction was the mopular category, with 70% of respondents selecting
storybooks and fantasy novels as their first choldey mentioned imagination, adventure, and rblata
characters as key reasons for their preference-fistoon books, including biographies and scienesdd
titles, attracted about 20%, while only 10% chadélselp books, finding them “too mature” for theige.
3. In the 15-17 age group, the pattern shiftedbtptédere, 45% favoured self-help and motivationabks,
citing personal growth and stress management aomea Around 35% preferred fiction, particularly
contemporary novels that reflect real-life issu¢an-fiction accounted for 20%, especially titletated to
career planning or world affairs. The findings rafeel that older students tend to value books oigeri
practical guidance and emotional insight.
4. These results suggest that students’ readingrpreces are strongly shaped by their emotional and
educational needs. Publishers and educators caoumage reading by balancing entertainment and
inspiration—offering titles that both engage youmimds and nurture personal development.

(Created for academic usage/220)
Answer the following questions, based on the passagbove.

I. Why did the study include the two specific ageups of 12—-14 and 15-17? (Paragraph 1)
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This is because these age groups 1
A. represent different stages of reading matunity mterest

B. are known to prefer only fictional books.

C. read less frequently than other age groups.

D. were easiest to include in a school survey.

Il.Identify the phrase in paragraph -1 that indésathat students’ book choices change as they giasv. 1
I11.Which of the following best describes the reagliransition between the two age groups? 1
A. From entertainment to education B. Frfactual understanding to fantasy
C. From digital reading to print reading D. Frétarature to academics
IV.Complete the following by selecting the corregtion. (Paragraph -2) 1
Maya, aged 13, loves fantasy stories filled witheadure. Her choice shows that her preferencevemlr
by . (relatability / imagiaaji
V.Select the correct option for the conclusion drdvased on the given statement.
The younger students find self-help books less appgebecause . 1
A. They were too short B. HHacked pictures
C. They were too mature for their age D. They weré#idult to find
VI.Fill in the blank with ONE suitable word. (Paragh 4)
Understanding students’ reading preferences he§aebook selections that are both meaningful and

: 1
VII. How are“personal growth” and“stress managementtonnected in the context of reading? (Para- 3) 2
VIII.Explain how publishers and educators can “bakentertainment and inspiration” while encourggin

reading. (Paragraph- 4) 1
IX.Which category shows the greatest increaseefepence as students grow older? 1
SECTION B: WRITNIG SKILLS & GRAMMAR (20 marks)
GRAMMA 10

3. Completeany ten of twelve of the following tasks, as directed.

I. Fill in the blank by using the correct form of thwerd in the bracket to complete the given narrativel

As | was standing on the dock, looking out at th&el for the last time, a feeling of emptiness
(wash) over me like darkness.

Il. Read the conversation between Sunita and &garding a birthday present. 1
Sunita: Tomorrow is your birthday, what do you wasta gift?

Shila: That is a lovely thought but | don't wamtything.
Report the conversation of Sunita.

Sunita asked Shila since the next day was herdaiythwhat .
. “Your exams will go well. Just don't panic.”Rert the teacher’s advice to her students. 1

IV. Fill in the blank by using the correct form thfe word in the bracket. 1

The teacher appreciated the essay as it clearly (reflect) original thinking.

V. Fill in the blank by choosing the correct optilmncomplete the sentence below. 1
Shazia stared at the mountain range beforeHh@m a distance (this/those) towerirepkp

seemed to touch the sky, creating a breath takgig.s
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V1. Identify the error and supply the correctiom the following statement. 1
The national team could adhere to a strideaaf conduct, refraining from cheating and uioath
behaviour, or else they will be disqualified.

Use the given format.

ERROR CORRECTION

VII. Select the option that identifies the errodaupplies the correction for the given line, fraraurvey. 1
Everyone are expected to submit their feedbadutacustomer service representative at the event.

Option Error Correction
A are is
B their your
C feedback feedbacks
D the a
VIII. Report the following by completing the sentencorrectly. 1

“I would like to buy a pack of ball pens and twexgisters’; said the student.
The student said that
IX. Fill the blank by choosing the correct option. 1
| have books on my shelf, but ehavead any of them yet.
A. afew B. few C. alittle D. any
X. Complete Nelson Mandela's quote by filling i thiank with the correct option. 1
"The greatest glory in living not in never falling, but in rising every time we
fall." - Nelson Mandela
A. lie B. lies C. lays D. laying
XI. Select the correct option to fill in the blafde the given line, from a news report.
In India, the death toll due to road acctddras increased drastically. Wider road awareaessg

road users be taught to all thelpe
A. should B. would C. can D. will
XII. Choose the correct option to fill the blank. 1
The classroom was unusually quiet today as student was busy working.
(A) all (B) few (C) each (D) many.
WRITING

NOTE: All details presented in the questions in writiegtson are imaginary and created for assessment
purpose.
4A.You are Rohan Mehta, a student of Greenfield PuBtbool, Delhi. You strongly feel that schools

should take more steps to promote mental healtmesgas among students to reduce stress and anxiety.
Write a letter to the Editor of The Hindustan Tinteghlighting the importance of mental well-beimyg i
schools and suggesting ways to implement regulatahiealth and counselling programmes. 5
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OR
4B.You are Asha/Amit, a resident of Model Town, Delviou are deeply concerned about the unhygienic

condition of the public park in your locality. Tipark is littered with plastic waste, broken ben¢lzesl
untrimmed grass, making it unsafe for children aedior citizens. Write a letter to the Municipal
Commissioner, Delhi Municipal Corporation, in abol®0 words complaining against the poor
maintenance of the park and requesting immedidierac

5A.You are the Cultural Secretary of your school. Tyuest artists—Mr.Arvind Mehra and Ms. Tanya
lyer—have written to express their interest in perfing at your Annual Cultural Fest. Below are
excerpts from their letters:

Excerpt 1:

| have been a professional classical dancer for byeyears, performing at national and internationa

festivals. My performances focus on storytellingotigh traditional dance forms, and | have trained

several students who have won accolades in danogetidions. | believe my workshop and

performance can inspire students to appreciate dapth and beauty of classical dange.

—Mr.Arvind Mehra

Excerpt 2:
“| specialise in contemporary and fusion danceestyhaving performed at youth festivals acrossalndi

and abroad. My workshops are interactive and ailmeike dance accessible and enjoyable for
beginners. | emphasise creativity, expression,camdidence-building through movement. | am excjted
to share my experience and encourage studentsptorexdance as a form of personal expression.”
—NMs. Tanya lyer
Analyse the information and write a paragraph inwl20 words justifying which guest artist would

be a better choice for your school's Annual Cultufast, considering factors such as relevance,

experience and audience engagement. 5
OR
5B.Neha, a responsible and capable Class X studesithden assigned to organise a charity fundraiser at

her school for a local orphanage. She is creatixganized and proactive with strong leadershipsskil
and a clear vision for the event. To ensure itcessg, she needs a reliable and efficient team nrembe
who can complement her strengths and assist implgrand executing all aspects of the fundraiser
smoothly.

Akash: Skilled in networking and reaching out to potenspbnsors: Akash can help secure donations
through his persuasive abilities. However, he gflegywith budgeting and scheduling, which may affec
the event’'s smooth execution.

Priya: Highly organised and dependable, Priya excels aagiag finances and planning tasks. Yet, she
is less confident in public engagement and attmgalionors.

Arnav: Charismatic and persuasive in public campaignsa@Arcan attract participants and generate
excitement, but he often finds it challenging tbhde plans and maintain records.

Analyse the information and write a paragraprabout 120 words recommending the most suitable
teammate for Neha. Justify your choice by consmdefundraising effectiveness, organisational skills
and public engagement, explaining why the selet#achmate would contribute to the success of the
charity event.
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SECTION C

LITERATURE TEXTBOOK (40 marks)
6A. Read the given extracts A and B and answer AN®NE of the two. 5
LOMOV: Never mind about my people! The Lomovs halldoeen honourable people, and not one has ever
been tried for embezzlement, like your grandfather!
CHUBUKOV: You Lomovs have had lunacy in your famia}l of you!
NATALYA: All, all, all!
CHUBUKOV: Your grandfather was a drunkard, and ygaunger aunt, Nastasya Mihailovha, ran away
with an architect, and so on...
LOMOV: And your mother was hump-backed. [Clutchésia heart] Something pulling in my side... My
head.... Help! Water!

CHUBUKOV: Your father was a guzzling gambler (The Proposal)

I. Choose the option that correctly identifies thiee of the characters in the given extract. 1
i. antagonism ii. humour lii. contempt iv. irony

A. (i) and (ii) B. (ii) and (iv) C. (i) and (iii) D. (iii) and (v

II. The playwright's intention in the given extragto 1

A. emphasize that family history is important in a rzaye proposal
B. satirize the superficiality of the upper class usBan society.

1. Contradict the statement that “The Lomovs havéedin honourable people”. 2

IV. What can be inferred about Chubukov from theetbextract? 1
OR
B."It's me! It's my Great and Mighty Balloon Brainhd Earthlings have seen me, and they're after rad."H

a great fall’- That means they plan to capture Maesitral Control and me! It's an invasion of Mars!
Noodle; prepare a space capsule for me. | muspese#hout delay. Space people, you must leavenEart
at once, but be sure to remove all traces of y@it. Whe Earthlings must not know that | know."
(The Book that Saved the Earth)
I. State any one inference about the speaker fromiviea context. 1
“It's an invasion of Mars!'
II.Think Tank was worried about his 'Great and Migh&loon Brain' and thought that the Earthlings
would catch him because of this. State whetherttimaght matches any of the options given below. 1

A. It was a hypothesis.

B. Think tank's thought was based on an assumption.
C. Think Tank's premise was incorrect.

D. This is not a valid theory.

[ll. Elaborate the irony in the staterheith reference to the extract. 2
"Had a great fall’- That means they planaptare Mars Central Control and me!’
IV. Which word would correctly substitute ‘traigven in the bracket? 1
No (traces/escape) of Jewish wprsave been found at Ostia, but at Portus, a ceradite

number of Jewish inscriptions in Greek have cometa.
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7. Read the given extracts A and B and answer ANY IKE of the two. 5
A. Belinda tickled him, she tickled him unmerciful,

Ink, Blink and Mustard, they rudely called him Feat,

They all sat laughing in the little red wagon

At the realio, trulio, cowardly dragon. (The Tale of Custard the Dralgo
I. Assess Belinda and her followers’ attitude todgathe dragon. 2
II. Which word in line-2 would have replaced ‘rugleif the dragon had really been considered as das/
Percival? 1
A. politely B. contemptuously C. casually D. reshaly
lll. The poet has used ‘relio, trulio’ instead odally, truly’ in line-4 because . 1
IV. What shows the cruel nature of Belinda? 1
OR

B. “I heard an old religious man
But yesternight declare
That he had found a text to prove
That only God, my dear,
Could love you for yourself alone

And not your yellow hair.” (For Anne Gregdry
I. What message does the phrase “only God... coulgl you for yourself alone” convey about human
nature? 1

(i) People often judge others by appearance.

(i) People always value inner qualities.

(iif) Only divine love is selfless and unconditiona
(iv) Love based on looks is temporary.

Select the correct option.

A
B. i, iii
C. i, iv
D.i, v
II. What does the poet imply aboAihne Gregory’s/ellow hair as a symbol? 2
[ll. Which phrase from the extract shows that theaker refers to spiritual or religious wisdom? 1
IV. Fill in the blank to complete the sentence: 1
The poem suggests that true love lies in valuipgraon for their rather than their
appearance.
8. Answer ANY FOUR of the following five questionsin about 50 words each. 312
I. “Fear is natural, but overcoming it makes onecgssful.” Explain this statement in the contexthef
young seagull. Wa stories about flying) 3
II. Mr. Keesing reformed himself rather than refamgAnne. Describe the way it happened with the old
fogey. (FrohetDiary of Anne Frank) 3

lll. The policy of ‘apartheid’ has certainly leftlasting wound in the people of South Africa whiwebuld
take a long time to heal. Briefly comment. Nelson Mandela; A Long Walk to Freedom) 3
IV. What lessons about responsibility, kindness emipassion does ‘Mijbil the Otter’ convey? gt

with examples from the story, showing how Maxwedi&e and actions reflect these values. 3
V. How effectively does ‘Madam Rides the Buigpict the tension between the safety of the famdnd
the excitement of the unknown? Analyze how theatas@ conveys this conflict. 3
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9. Answer ANY TWO of the following three questionsjn about 40-50 words. 2x3=6
I.  The interplay between visibility and invisiltiliin “Footprints Without Feet” serves as a metapioo
moral transparency. Analyse how Griffin’s invisitilbecomes both his power and his undoing. 3
II. Anil's simple lifestyle and honest nature bghi an unexpected change in Hari Singh’s
attitude.Examine how Anil’s kindness becomes aitypoint in Hari’'s life  (The Thief's Story) 3
lll. The lesson ‘Bholi’ teaches that true strengtmes from courage, self-respect and inner condiglen
rather than physical appearance or social approvstuss.
10. Answer ANY ONE of the following two questions, in Aout 100-120 words. 1x6=6
A. Grief is a universal human response to loss odsnadhange. Analyze and compare how Lencho in ‘A
Letter to God’and Kisa Gotami inThe Sermon at Benares’respond to their respectvéships and what
their reactions reveal about human resilience ampeh 6
OR
B. Both the poems ‘The Trees’ and ‘Fire and Icehfight the underlying causes of destruction, whilee
Trees’ uses a direct approach, 'Fire and Ice' isetaphorical and spiritual take on human destroctio
Examine the similarities and dissimilarities. 6
11 Answer ANY ONE of the following two questions, in Aout 100-120 words. 1x6=6
A. As Mme. Forestier, you pity the poor fate Matildasasubjected to because she couldn’t tell you the
truth. After your meeting in the park, you decidewrite a letter to her expressing your sympatmg a
reflecting on how a simple confession could havenged both your lives. Draft the letter in abou® 12

words offering her words of comfort and reconcitiat (TNecklace) 6
OR

B. The author uses the narrative techniques of chogedl progression in ‘The Making of a Scientist’

highlight Ebright’s growth? Validate your answekiteg supporting details from the text. 6
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